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MOUNT PELEE, MARTINIQUE



1902 ERUPTION.  PERHAPS THE WORST  OF THE 20TH

CENTURY

• Goto GE!

• 30,000 killed

• Mostly pyroclastic flows (nuee ardente) that wiped out the city of Saint-Pierre

• Only two survivors in the direct path

• Girl in a boat in a cave

• Dude on the edges in a jail cell.

• More than 30 eruptions in the past 5000 years

• Rumbled for a couple of weeks before really going up.











ADDING INJURY TO INJURY

• 2 weeks later, a second eruption equal to the first hit.

• Killed 2000 rescuers.



• Beginning in October 1902, a dramatic 
volcanic spine grew from the crater floor in 
the Étang Sec crater, reaching a maximum 
width of about 100 to 150 m (300 to 500 ft) 
and a height of about 300 m (1,000 ft). 
Called the "Needle of Pelée" or "Pelée's
Tower", this extraordinary volcanic feature 
rose up to 15 m (50 ft) a day, and became 
twice the height of the Washington 
Monument and more or less the same 
volume as the Great Pyramid of Egypt. It 
became unstable and collapsed into a pile 
of rubble in March 1903,[24] after 5 months 
of growth.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lava_spine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Pyramid_of_Giza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Pel%C3%A9e#cite_note-24


AND NOW, TO NEBRASKA!

• Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park. http://ashfall.unl.edu/index.html

• https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ashfall+Fossil+Beds+State+Historical+Park/@43.0397873,-
99.9247741,6z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x878538218f4f35b3:0xdc034379d751cc90?hl=en

http://ashfall.unl.edu/index.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ashfall+Fossil+Beds+State+Historical+Park/@43.0397873,-99.9247741,6z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x878538218f4f35b3:0xdc034379d751cc90?hl=en


• ~12 million years ago.



DEAD, FOSSILIZED CRITTERS.

• 5 species of horses, 3 species of camels, one deer, 1 rhino, 3 dogs, 2 turtles, and 3 birds.







YELLOWSTONE!!!!

• GE, size of caldera.















Crater Lake, OR.  Goto GE






