GEOG 101:World Regional Geography

Dr. Bob Hickey
(with credits to Dr. Jennifer Liptohn)

Map your Closet

This assignment is intended to heighten your awareness of the world around you and your own connections to different countries as a consumer. You will conclude your research process with a map, 5 graphs, and 1 paragraph of critical reflections about your findings. 

1) This exercise is an individual effort. 
2)  Go through your closet (or drawers, or pile on the floor, or whatever) at home and make a list of 12 items and the countries where they were manufactured.  Be sure these are all different items (ie, don’t grab 12 pairs of identical undies).
2) Head onto the internet and download a blank map of the world (which has country outlines on it – just do a google search, download/print the map).  You will then map the twelve articles of clothing onto the map. Map this information on a world map – not only the basic country locations, but also the type of clothing.  I would suggest you read http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartography as a very short primer.  If you need more info, there is plenty online. Grouping similar items (ie, mapping all shirts in red) is a good idea. Be thoughtful and creative. Use color! Be sure to add a legend to help others interpret your map.

3) Look up the two countries that were most common (plus the US, so three in total) in an Atlas or at the CIA factbook website https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ag.html and see what indicators can tell you about them. Make a small bar graph (either on graph paper or using, say, Excel) of the following key indicators for these three countries: Total Fertility Rate (TFR); infant mortality; life expectancy at birth; adult literacy; employment, GDP, etc. 
4) Do you recognize any patterns, similarities, or differences? Write a short, critical, reflection paragraph commenting on your observations. Consider both the map and the disparities reflected in your indicator chart. You will be graded on your creativity with the map, your organization, and your writing skills: grammar and clarity of information.
3 points.
