Where are you?  A bioregional knowledge quiz
Adapted from the co-evolutionary quarterly, winter 1981

Instructions:  Go through the quiz and answer each question – do no research at this stage.  Compile your score.  Now, go back through it and provide answers to all the questions you didn’t know/get correct. Please don’t write out long, extensive answers – just answer the question and get on with it. Assume in all questions that we are talking about your house in Ellensburg, Ellensburg, and/or the Kittitas Valley.  Worth two points.  Due 20 October.
1) Trace the water you drink from precipitation to tap.

2) Describe the soil around your home. (texture, color, drainage)

3) What were the primary subsistence techniques of the cultures that lived in the area before you?

4) Name three native, edible plants in the Kittitas valley and immediate region.

5) From what direction do storms generally come in the Kittitas Valley?

6) Name five trees found in the Kittitas Valley.  Are any of them native?

7) Where does your garbage go after it leaves your home?

8) How long is the growing season?

9) Name five resident (or migratory) birds.

10) What primary geologic event or process influenced the land where you live?

11) What species have become extinct (or threatened)?

12) What kind of rocks (or minerals) are present locally?

13) Name some non-human beings that share your home.

14) Do you celebrate the summer and winter solstices?

15) What energy costs you the most money?  How is that energy manufactured/processed/etc?

16) How many creeks are within walking distance of your home – what are their names?

17) What plans are there for the development of energy or mineral resources in this area?

18) What is the nearest large wilderness region to Ellensburg?

19) Which direction does your watershed drain.

Scoring


0-4 – Clueless (among the first to starve)


5-7: You aren’t from around here (you better find a friend)


8-10: A firm grasp of the obvious (get off the couch more often)


11-13: your eyes are open (keep exploring)

14-16: you know where you are at (and can find your way home in the dark)


17-19:  A survivor.  Welcome to Ellensburg.

